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The Private Files of J. Edgar Hoover 
Friday, 11 March at 8.00pm
Larry Cohen | USA | 1977 | 112 minutes

Biopic of the notorious FBI chief J. Edgar Hoover, who was 
head of the FBI from 1924-1972. The film follows Hoover 
from his racket-busting days through his reign under eight 
U.S. presidents. Cast includes: Broderick Crawford, James 
Wainwright, Michael Parks, Rip Torn, Celeste Holm. Music 
composed by Bernard Herrmann. 

Larry Cohen’s “biopic of ‘America’s top cop’ delivers a kick to 
the bureaucratic teeth with such uninhibited zest that as much 
exhilaration rubs off on the audience as outraged wrath...the 
film is highly enjoyable, and quite willing to fling mud in every 
direction.” (Pierre Greenfield, Movietone News)

Bone
Friday, 19 February at 8.00pm
Larry Cohen | USA | 1972 | 95 minutes

A thief breaks into the home of a wealthy, happily married 
Beverly Hills couple. He soon finds out, though, that the 
couple is neither as wealthy as he thought they were nor 
as happily married as they appeared. Cast includes: Yaphet 
Kotto, Andrew Duggan, Joyce Van Patten.

“A near-surreal, absurd, satirical debut from Larry Cohen 
about empty upper class America, racism and tolerance.” (Zev 
Toledano, The Worldwide Celluloid Massacre)

“As a directorial debut of one of America’s most important 
independent filmmakers of the twentieth century, it comes very 
close to brilliance.” (Matt Wedge, Obsessive Movie Nerd)

Black Caesar 
Friday, 26 February at 8.00pm
Larry Cohen | USA | 1973 | 87 minutes

Blaxploitation re-imagining of Little Caesar (1931). Tommy 
Gibbs is a tough kid, raised in the ghetto, who aspires to be 
a kingpin criminal. As a young boy, his leg is broken by a 
bad cop on the take, during a payoff gone bad. Nursing his 
vengeance, he rises to power in New York City’s Harlem. Cast 
includes: Fred Williamson, Gloria Hendry, Art Lund.

“It has one of the finest scores of all movies from James Brown 
and has the irresistible [Fred] Williamson at it’s centre. It is a 
morality tale, a Greek tragedy and a revenge story all in one. Put 
simply, it is mighty fine.” (John White, 10,000 Bullets)

God Told Me To
Friday, 4 March at 8.00pm
Larry Cohen | USA | 1976 | 91 minutes

A detective investigates a series of murders linked only by 
their perpetrators’ explanations that “God told me to”. Cast 
includes: Tony Lo Bianco, Sandy Dennis, Sylvia Sidney.

“A delirious mix of sci-fi, pseudo-religious fantasy and horror 
detective thriller...[with a] wonderfully insane plot - involving 
spaceships, genetics and police corruption. Digging deep into 
the psyche of American manhood, it lays bare the guilt-ridden 
oppressions of a soulless society.“ (Time Out)

Q: The Winged Serpent
Friday, 18 March at 8.00pm
Larry Cohen | USA | 1982 | 93 minutes

An Aztec god decides to nest atop the Chrysler Building in 
New York. Cast includes: David Carradine, Richard Roundtree, 
Michael Moriarty, Candy Clark.

“Cohen used what little resources and money he had, and made 
the most of it. ‘Q’ is a movie crammed with witty dialogue, 
bizarre plot twists and some great ideas. Sleazy, entertaining, 
and guerrilla filmmaking at its best.” (Ricky D, Sound on Sight)
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Becoming a member is easy. You must be 18 or over, and you can join in person before any of our screenings, or online via our website.  
Membership: £60 (full season), or £20 (mini-season), £5 (additional mini-season)
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A prolific writer for television who 
moved into film directing, Larry Cohen 
is responsible for some of the most 
interesting exploitation films of the 1970s 
and the 1980s in the crime, horror and 
science-fiction areas.

“Many of the A-movies are long forgotten. 
They’re boring, slow and tedious. The 
B-movies are fast-moving, exciting and 
energetic.” (Larry Cohen)
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