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ALDRICHROBERT
“At his best, Aldrich employed vicious 

irony, muscular acting and vivid, 
sophisticated compositions to evoke 
a world divided by self-interest and 

forever on the verge of violent anarchy.” 
(Geoff Andrew, The Film Handbook)

Apache
Vera Cruz
Kiss Me Deadly
What Ever Happened to Baby Jane?
The Killing of Sister George



What Ever Happened to Baby Jane? 
Sunday, 6 March at 4.30pm
Robert Aldrich / USA 1962 / 134 min

A former child star torments her crippled sister in a decaying 
Hollywood mansion in this nightmarish psychodrama. The 
film plays on the notoriously bitter rivalry between the film’s 
two stars, Hollywood acting legends Bette Davis and Joan 
Crawford.

“Two faded stars caricaturing themselves, one Hollywood-
baiting director snapping at the hand that feeds him, and a 
Grand Guignol hothouse of jealousy and celebrity...Aldrich peels 
back the veneer of celebrity.” (Jamie Russell, BBC)

“Robert Aldrich’s sadistic-satirical masterwork.” (Budd Wilkins, 
Slant Magazine)

Apache
Sunday, 14 February at 4.30pm
Robert Aldrich / USA 1954 /  91 min

Refusing to let himself be re-settled on a Florida reservation, 
Massai, an Apache warrior, escapes his captors and 
returns to his homeland to become a peaceful farmer. This 
groundbreaking Western casts a sympathetic eye on the 
struggles of Native Americans. Cast includes: Burt Lancaster, 
Jean Peters, John McIntire, Charles Bronson.

“Aldrich’s ‘Apache’ blends the conventional requirements of 
the studio with a critical perspective on the impact of white 
civilisation and its role in the disempowerment of the Native 
American.” (Senses of Cinema)

“Lancaster and Aldrich are using Massai’s story to express 
their alone-against-all worldview. Both were stubbornly 
independent-minded men, their art given tensile strength 
through tug-of-war opposition to the prevalent moviemaking 
system.” (Film Comment)

Vera Cruz
Sunday, 21 February at 4.30pm
Robert Aldrich / USA 1954 / 94 min

During the Mexican Rebellion of 1866, an unsavory group 
of American adventurers are hired by the forces of Emporer 
Maximilian to escort a countess to Vera Cruz. Cast includes: 
Gary Cooper and Burt Lancaster.

“A rousing tale filled with action, gunfire and betrayal, starring two 
of Hollywood’s most charismatic leading men. An unlikely pairing 
that brings great energy and intelligence...” (Crazy for Cinema)

“Vera Cruz marks a turning point in the western genre...it was one 
of the first westerns with a bonafide anti-hero.” (Blu-ray.com)

“Behind Aldrich’s humoristic veneer and lush eye lurks a 
despairing absurdist.” (Cinepassion.org)

Vera Cruz “offers a clear blueprint for morally confounding 
Westerns of the 1960s.” (Film Comment)

Kiss Me Deadly
Sunday, 28 February at 4.30pm
Robert Aldrich / USA 1955 / 106 min

A doomed female hitchhiker pulls private investigator Mike 
Hammer into a deadly whirlpool of intrigue, revolving around 
a mysterious “great whatsit.” Cast includes: Ralph Meeker, 
Albert Dekker, Paul Stewart, Marian Carr, Cloris Leachman.

“Robert Aldrich’s classic B-movie noir ‘Kiss Me Deadly’ delivers 
the ‘white-hot thrills’ and ‘blood-red kisses’ promised by its 
publicity, as well as reminding us whence Tarantino stole his 
best riffs.” (Mark Kermode, The Observer)

“It’s the amoral, charismatic, sometimes brutal Hammer who 
makes this film feel so contemporary... It’s a thrilling ride 
through the criminal dregs and overlords of 50s Los Angeles.” 
(David Mattin, BBC)

The Killing of Sister George
Sunday, 13 March at 4.30pm
Robert Aldrich / USA 1968 / 138 min

An ageing lesbian actress (Beryl Reid) finds her life falling 
apart after she both loses her job playing Sister George in 
a long-running television soap opera and discovers that 
her lover (Susannah York) has fallen for a TV executive 
(Coral Browne). This leads to a great deal of taboo-busting 
melodramatics. Sister George remains a lesbian cult classic 
that has the distinction of being the first “serious” film to 
receive an X rating.  

“Cynical, objectionable, and fun, distinguished by Beryl Reid’s 
marvellously energetic performance.” (Time Out)

“Watching it you may wonder how it ever achieved any kind of 
cinematic release in its day...‘The Killing of Sister George’ has not 
lost any of its power, its venom and its shock.” (LGBT.co.uk)
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Robert Aldrich (1918-1983) emerged as 
one of the most distinctive and forceful 
filmmakers among the new generation 
who helped transform American cinema 
in the 1950s with their defiantly individual 
vision. His work was marked by a pessimistic 
iconoclasm, increased in intensity by an 
often-elaborate cinematic style which 
sometimes verged on the melodramatic. 

“The tough, anarchic moviemaker Robert Aldrich, 
who cut his directorial teeth as an assistant to 
Chaplin, Renoir, Polonsky, Losey and others, was 
the chief countervailing force to the complacency 
of Hollywood during the Eisenhower years.” 
(Philip French, The Guardian)
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